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eight Parliaments during fifty years of his reign (1327-
1377). It is from this period that the notion that
Parliament should meet frequently and regularly be-
gan to take root; but the earliest Parliament whose
sessions were sufficiently continuous and prolonged
for Members to get to know one another and to ac-
quire a real sense of corporate unity was the Reforma-
tion Parliament of Henry VIII, which sat for over
six years. Elizabeth disliked Parliaments'and hurried
them through their business* and in the Stuart period
the Long Parliament itself, by which the constitu-
tional supremacy of Parliaments was first asserted,
was so little prepared to contemplate the House of
Commons as the constantly operating part of the con-
stitutional machine that its own proposals to Crom-
well elaborated the provision in the Instrument of
Government that Parliaments should be summoned
at no longer interval than three years. It was the
limitation of the grant of supply to one year after the
Revolution that made it necessary for the House of
Commons to meet annually*

The further step, the subordination of the executive
to the House, followed, as has already been explained,
from the impossibility of the Crown's providing itself
with Ministers who are not all members of the same
Party. Nevertheless Ministers remained the King's
Ministers and long felt the King's confidence to be no
less necessary than that of the House of Commons.
In 1834 William IV of his own motion dismissed the
Ministry that had carried the Reform Bill, although it
had not been defeated in the House; and as late as